Lesson 11 for December 10, 2022

March 31, 1848 ushered in modern spiritualism. The old practices of
communicating with the spirits of the dead made a comeback and were
popularized like never before.

In 1888, Margaret and Kate Fox confessed that the noises made by spirits
were actually fake. However, the spiritualist movement continued.
The closer we are to the end, the more common Satan’s deceptions are
becoming. Popular culture is imbued by them and moves people away
from the truth.
Deceptions inspired by demons:
“What you believe is true for you”
Life after death
Reincarnation
Demonic activity:
Consulting the dead
Seeing dead people
Defending ourselves against deception

DECEPTIONS INSPIRED
BY DEMONS

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.” (Matthew 7:21)

Someone may prophesy, cast out demons, and perform miracles.
However, God might reject them because they are not doing His will
(Mt. 7:21-23). Therefore, it’s important to understand God’s will.
Truth is considered something relative in
today’s society. If it were relative, we
would use our thoughts, interests, and
feelings to determine God’s will. The Bible
doesn’t teach this. God’s will doesn’t
depend on what we think.
Jesus encouraged us to build on the rock (Mt. 7:24-25). We
must act according to His words which are written in the
Bible.

“When I awake, I will see you face to face and be satisfied.”
(Psalm 17:15 NLT)

Some people try to prove life after death scientifically.
They use “near-death experiences” to do so. In those
experiences, people who experienced clinical death
and were revived explain that they saw something
like a “light,” a celestial being, or a dead relative
before coming back to life.
Notice that they didn’t actually die. They went
through the sensorial experience of the dying process,
but not an experience after death.
The Bible clearly states that we will see God’s face
only when He will awake us from death at His Second
Coming (Ps. 17:15).

The Bible clearly states that we only live once. However, many
pagan cultures (and some Christian ones) believe in
reincarnation.
This means that people live several lives in order to become
better in each one until they’re good enough to enter a state
worthy of living in “paradise.” This doctrine…
Makes the doctrine of resurrection and victory over
death unnecessary (1Co. 15:52-55)
Replaces salvation by grace with salvation by works
(Eph. 2:8)
Makes the Second Coming useless (2Tim. 4:8)
Means that we can make decisions after death, which is
contrary to the Bible (Heb. 9:27)

DEMONIC ACTIVITY

“Let no one be found among you […] who practices divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in
witchcraft, or casts spells, or who is a medium or spiritist or who consults the dead.”
(Deuteronomy 18:10-11 NIV)

The Bible exposes consulting the dead through mediums or fortunetellers as a deception. Such practices are prohibited in the Bible
(Dt. 18:9-14; Lv. 19:31; Lv. 20:6, 27; Is. 8:19-20).
Following this principle, Saul removed
“the mediums and the spiritists” from Israel
(1S. 28:9). However, he went to them when he didn’t receive
an answer from God, even knowing it was the devil’s work
(1S. 28:5-7). And he found the devil.
Saul never saw Samuel actually. It was the medium who told
him she was seeing Samuel, and she transmitted the message.
Satan knew that God had abandoned the king and the
consequences of that, so he used that to deceive Saul
(1S. 28:11-20).

“For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” (Ephesians 6:12 NIV)

One thing is to hear a medium seeing that they see and
talk to spirits of dead people. Another thing is to actually
see and hear a dead person with your own eyes.
“The word of God expressly declares that the dead have
no more a portion in anything done under the sun.
Spiritualists say that the dead know everything that is
done under the sun, that they communicate to their
friends on earth, give valuable information, and perform
wonders.” (EGW. 1T, p. 298). Will you believe God or Satan?
Remember that demons can appear in the shape of dead
people and imitate them (2Co. 11:14-15).

DEFENDING OURSELVES
AGAINST DECEPTION

Paul explained how we can defend ourselves from the fallen angels in Ephesians 6:14-18:
The belt of truth (v. 14a):
We must cling to the
truth and reject anything
against it

The breastplate of
righteousness (v. 14b):
We must put the
righteousness of Christ
on, not our own

The shield of faith (v. 16):
We must use our faith to
reject the enemy’s
deceptions

The helmet of salvation
(v. 17a): We must always
remember the salvation
Jesus has given us

The sword of the Spirit
(v. 17b): We must study
the Bible and follow its
teachings

Prayer (v. 18): It is our
essential source of
power and victory

The shoes of the gospel
(v. 15): We must live and
share the gospel of
peace

“The very name of witchcraft is now held in
contempt. The claim that men can hold intercourse
with evil spirits is regarded as a fable of the Dark
Ages. But Spiritualism, which numbers its converts
by hundreds of thousands, yea, by millions, which
has made its way into scientific circles, which has
invaded churches and has found favor in legislative
bodies, and even in the courts of kings—this
mammoth deception is but a revival in a new
disguise of the witchcraft condemned and
prohibited of old.”
E. G. W. (The Story of Redemption, cp. 57, p. 395)

“We are in the time when tribulations such as
the world has never yet seen will prevail. ‘Woe
to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea!
for the devil is come down unto you, having
great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath
but a short time.’ But God has set bounds that
Satan cannot pass. Our most holy faith is this
barrier; and if we build ourselves up in the
faith, we shall be safe in the keeping of the
Mighty One.”
E. G. W. (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, cp. 30, p. 297)

